
How to Properly Size an Air Compressor System

Any questions? We’re here to help:  614-509-4006��

By this point you know your CFM and 
PSI needs, Which type of 
compressor you need, whether you 
should configure it as tank-mount or 
not, and if you need other equipment 
like a dryer, filter, or condensate 
drain. Horsepower will be decided by 
the CFM and PSI, so it’s not 
something you need to specify.

Receiver tanks are necessary to 
avoid pressure drop when running 
equipment and tools. Select a 
tank-mount compressor unless you 
are installing the compressor into 
an existing system with a tank or 
are purchasing a tank elsewhere.

Does the air need to be dry 
or free of oil and/or 
particulate?

Find, list, and add together 
all CFM and PSI 
requirements

What tools and equipment 
will be run from the 
compressed air system?

Do I need a dryer, filter, or 
drain?

Know losses associated 
and size up

Constantly- Rotary Screw
Bursts- Reciprocating 
piston

Do tools/equipment run 
constantly or in bursts?

Air Quality 
Requirements

Performance 
Requirements

Reciprocating or 
Rotary?

Tank-Mount or 
Foot/Base Mount?

Compressor 
Selection

*For Atlas Copco 
compressors, "full 
feature" includes dryer 
and filter. Plain does not 
contain a dryer and filter.
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